
 

   

Science Curriculum Overview  

Year 2 

Investigating Whodunit! (The 
Three Little Pigs!) 

In this unit children will use the 
story of The Three Little Pigs to 

undertaken a scientific case 
study of investigations to find 

out ‘WHO DUNIT!’ The children 
will ask simple questions, set up 
tests to investigate them using a 

range of resources, lines of 
enquiry and simple equipment 

and use their results and 
observations to help answer their 
questions. Using their scientific 

hats, the children will investigate 
IT IS ALL IN THE INK - The 
Chromatography Test from a 
note left at the scene. Over a 
series of lessons, children will 
explore footprints, an invisible 
message (ingredients in the 

house) and smells left in the 
house in order to find the 

answers to the ultimate question 
of ‘WHO DUNIT!’ or in great 
English terms ‘Who DID IT!’ 

 

 

Investigating Changes in Materials  
BECAUSE WE ARE LIVING IN A MATERIAL WORLD! 

Children will identify and discuss the uses of different everyday materials so 
that they become familiar with how some materials are used for more than 
one thing (metal can be used for coins, cans, cars and table legs; wood can be 

used for matches, floors, and telegraph poles) or different materials are 
used for the same thing (spoons can be made from plastic, wood, metal, but 
not normally from glass). They will think about the properties of materials 

that make them suitable or unsuitable for particular purposes and they should 
be encouraged to think about unusual and creative uses for everyday 

materials. Children will find out about people who have developed useful new 
materials, for example John Dunlop, Charles Macintosh or John McAdam. 

Animals including Humans 
Children will learn that animals (including humans) grow and 

reproduce. They can use ideas about feeding and growth to learn 
about ways we need to look after ourselves to stay healthy. Children 

will also have opportunities to consider ways in which science is 
relevant to their personal health and to relate science to aspects of 
their everyday life (food, exercise, medicines), and to recognise and 

control hazards and risks to themselves.  

 

IT’S A LIGHT BULB MOMENT! Investigating 
Electricity! 

In this unit children will explore and investigate 
simple electrical circuits and find out how 

electricity is used in the home, at school and in 
some products. Children will make simple 

circuits and investigate how switches work in 
circuits. Children will explore what materials 

conduct electricity. They will investigate how to 
incorporate several devices into a circuit 

including bulbs and switches. Whether it is OH 
SO BRIGHT! How can we change the brightness 

of a bulb or testing does the length of the 
wires affect the brightness of the bulb? 

 

Investigating Plants  
GREEN FINGERS AT THE READY! 

Children will use the local environment throughout 
the year to observe how different plants grow. 

Children will be introduced to the requirements of 
plants for germination, growth and survival, as well 
as to the processes of reproduction and growth in 

plants. Linking their learning to Year 1, children will 
explore a range of comparative tests and record their 
observational finings. Children will use their scientific 

hats to investigate Sunflower SEED Examination, 
germination and growth and even test do the biggest 

seeds grow into the biggest plants.  


